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INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO DOTE-OO PA-02 L-03 PRS-01 
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DRAFTED BY EB/AN:JBMAGNOR:VLV 
APPROVED BY EB/AN:RABROWN 
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242257Z 029274/66 
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FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY LONDON PRIORITY 

UNCLAS STATE 1 19734 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAIR, UK 

SUBJECT: CIV AIR - US-UK CIV AIR NEGOTIATIONS-PRESS 
GUIDANCE 

FOLLOWING IS GUIDANCE DEVELOPED FOR USE AT NOON PRESS 
BRIEFING MAY 24: 

DOT SECRETARY BROCK ADAMS' LONDON PRESS CONFERENCE 

QUESTION: CAN YOU ADD TO SECRETARY ADAMS' REMARKS IN 
LONDON ON MONDAY (MAY 23) THAT "CESSATION (OF AIR SERVICES 
BETWEEN THE US AND UK) IS A VERY REALISTIC POSSIBILITY"? 

ANSWER: THE US AND UK HAVE BEEN NEGOTIATING SINCE LAST 
SEPTEMBER TO REACH A NEW AGREEMENT COVERING AIR SERVICES 
BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES BEFORE THE PRESENT AGREEMENT 
EXPIRES ON JUNE 22 AS A RESULT OF THE BRITISH DENUNCIATION. 

CONSIDERABLE PROGRESS HAS BEEN MADE ON A NUMBER OF IMPOR 
TANT ISSUES, AND THE US IS DETERMINED TO TRY ITS BEST TO 
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ACHIEVE A NEW AGREEMENT BY JUNE 22. AS A PRACTICAL MATTER, 

HOWEVER, WE MUST RECOGNIZE THAT THIS MAY NOT BE POSSIBLE 
AND THAT THERE IS SOME LIKELIHOOD OF DISRUPTION OR EVEN 
CESSATION OF AIR SERVICES IF AN AGREEMENT IS NOT REACHED. 

QUESTION: WOULD YOU COMMENT ON SECRETARY ADAMS’ REMARK 
THAT IF THERE IS NO INDICATION OF AGREEMENT BY JUNE 22, 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


"THE WHOLE THING MAY CEASE AT THAT POINT"? 

ANSWER: SOME OF THE ISSUES WHICH HAVE NOT YET BEEN 
RESOLVED ARE DIFFICULT AND COMPLEX. OUR CURRENT ASSESSMENT 
IS THAT IF THERE IS NO FURTHER PROGRESS ON THESE ISSUES 
DURING THE NEXT WEEK OR TEN DAYS, IT PROBABLY WILL NOT BE 
POSSIBLE TO REACH FINAL AGREEMENT BY JUNE 22. WE MAY CON- 
CLUDE THAT THERE IS NO POINT IN NEGOTIATING AGAINST A 
JUNE 22 DEADLINE. THE US IS SINCERELY COMMITTED TO REACH- 
ING A MUTUALLY SATISFACTORY AGREEMENT BY MID-JUNE, AND WE 
ARE CONFIDENT THAT THE BRITISH ARE AS WELL. VANCE 
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TAGS: EAIR, UK 

SUBJECT: CIV AIR - US-UK CIV AIR NEGOTIATIONS-PRESS 
GUIDANCE 

FOLLOWING IS GUIDANCE DEVELOPED FOR USE AT NOON PRESS 
BRIEFING MAY 24: 

DOT SECRETARY BROCK ADAMS' LONDON PRESS CONFERENCE 
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QUESTION: CAN YOU ADD TO SECRETARY ADAMS' REMARKS IN 
LONDON ON MONDAY (MAY 23) THAT "CESSATION (OF AIR SERVICES 
BETWEEN THE US AND UK) IS A VERY REALISTIC POSSIBILITY "? 

ANSWER: THE US AND UK HAVE BEEN NEGOTIATING SINCE LAST 
SEPTEMBER TO REACH A NEW AGREEMENT COVERING AIR SERVICES 
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BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES BEFORE THE PRESENT AGREEMENT 
EXPIRES ON JUNE 22 AS A RESULT OF THE BRITISH DENUNCIATION. 
CONSIDERABLE PROGRESS HAS BEEN MADE ON A NUMBER OF IMPOR 
TANT ISSUES, AND THE US IS DETERMINED TO TRY ITS BEST TO 
ACHIEVE A NEW AGREEMENT BY JUNE 22. AS A PRACTICAL MATTER, 
HOWEVER, WE MUST RECOGNIZE THAT THIS MAY NOT BE POSSIBLE 
AND THAT THERE IS SOME LIKELIHOOD OF DISRUPTION OR EVEN 
CESSATION OF AIR SERVICES IF AN AGREEMENT IS NOT REACHED. 

QUESTION: WOULD YOU COMMENT ON SECRETARY ADAMS’ REMARK 
THAT IF THERE IS NO INDICATION OF AGREEMENT BY JUNE 22, 

"THE WHOLE THING MAY CEASE AT THAT POINT"? 

ANSWER: SOME OF THE ISSUES WHICH HAVE NOT YET BEEN 
RESOLVED ARE DIFFICULT AND COMPLEX. OUR CURRENT ASSESSMENT 
IS THAT IF THERE IS NO FURTHER PROGRESS ON THESE ISSUES 
DURING THE NEXT WEEK OR TEN DAYS, IT PROBABLY WILL NOT BE 
POSSIBLE TO REACH FINAL AGREEMENT BY JUNE 22. WE MAY CON- 
CLUDE THAT THERE IS NO POINT IN NEGOTIATING AGAINST A 
JUNE 22 DEADLINE. THE US IS SINCERELY COMMITTED TO REACH- 
ING A MUTUALLY SATISFACTORY AGREEMENT BY MID-JUNE, AND WE 
ARE CONFIDENT THAT THE BRITISH ARE AS WELL. VANCE UNQTE VANCE 
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